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£ 'of\Ecertisy moſt naturally 
.*, Towle towards Allirs off. ſpring, who 
ſeeketh the gathering of them all in 
the variety and according to the li. 
mitations of his Will, in his ꝑure 
Wien. 
There is a Current or Stream of 
8 en the, Promiſe = known, 
which ſecretly viſits all, diſcovering 
the darkneſs 4 ſome meaſure unto 
all, and drawing from ir. And happy 
is he, who falls in with, and follows 
theTeadings of the Almighty here: 
for then he cannor abide in the dark- 
neſs, biirttill according to the need 
of, his condition ) wil meet with a 
true guide out of it, and with. the 
true Power which redeemeth and 
delivererh from it. For as the pro- 
miſe made to Adam had relation to 
all his poſteriey : ſo Whoever is viſi- 
ted dich any Light by virtue of the 
promiſe, chat Light will lead him to 
the promiſe, and he (in the obedi - 
ence thercof) will meet with the 
Deng - ſweetneſs 


The Rreſuce. 
ſywweetneſs and vittue of the promiſe. 
So that the loweſt: dii penſation of 
God (the Creature being exerciſed 
therein, feeling. the want of God's 
Power, and drawn to depend upon 
him for mercy and ſtrength) wil lead 
fallen man back again to his Maker, 
by the vertue which flo s into man 
from the promiſe ; though nevet᷑ ſo 
ſecretly and hidgenly, For it is not 
the diſtind knowledge of the pro- 
miſe (though that is a very great 
advantage) but the vertue flowing 
from the promiſe, which ſavey, Man 
being touched by that ver: ue, ind by: 
the rouch thereof. quickehed towards 
God, and in tha: verie which comes 
trom che todec ming mercy, cleaving” 
to his Maxkcr rand hoping in his 
tender bowels . and Keie the 


weakneſſe, infulli-iency and cor - 
rupt on of his: own will and under. 
ſtasding, and ſo going forth from 
himſelt cowards the Spring Which 
quickened - him: Here is Chriſt 
et known 


re Argfacs,” 
know in ſpirit, received in ſpitit, 
believed and relied on in ſpirĩt, and 
his living yerwe already felt and 
furtber waited: for. And can this 
man, thus walking, thus believing, 


thus abeying , thus cleaving to the 


Principle which gives life, thus re- 
ceiving vertue from it, and growing 
up ( in that virtue) out of the ſelfe- 
hood into it, I ſay, Can this man 
miſs of eternal lite which runs 
along in all the ſtreamings forth of 
this llvitig virtue? 

Bm O how ſweet is the ſtream of 
life in the ſenſible manife ſtation of 
the promiſe! He who feels the Co- 
venant in Chrift, and life ſtreaming 
into his heart through the Covenant, 
and the feal-of Eternal Peace to his 
ſoul, and that he ſh1ll never be leſt 
nor , forſaken by the Fountain of 
Mercy:; but all chat eyer brfalls 
him, ſhall conduce towards dhe 
working out of the perfect redemp- 
ton and (alvation of. Lis ſoul: This 
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The Preface; 
is a precious ſtate indeed; and.thisis 
the ſtate, which the ſeeling of the 
faith and the living obedience in 
the ſpirit leads to. Happy. are they 
that walk in the path thereof , who 
content nat themſelves with man's 
knowledge of Chriſt, with man's be- 
lief of the things written concern- 
ing him, with man's obedience to 
the Precepts left on Record by the 
Apoſtles 3 but whoſe living foul 
cannot be ſati: fid, without the feel- 
ing and pre ſſing aftet Chriſt the life, 
and without. a true engrafting into 
im in ſpitit; thtough the livin 
Word or Ti ſtimony of life recet- 
ved into, and belicved on in the 
heart. n 

A id hom ſweet alſo is the Mini- 
ſtration of the Law , which comes 
from the Promiſe, and is managed 
to the foul by the hand of the Me- 
diator / How ſweet is it to ſee the 
creature fall. daily { To find ones 
own ſtrengrh to beli ve, to obey; to 

” A 4 ſuffer, 


The Preface; . 
ſuffer, to abide with Chriſt, to wait 
on Chriſt, to hope for Chriſt, daily | 
battered and brought to nothing, and 
no life left, but. what iſſues irom 
the Spring, and is alone maintain - 
ed. by the tree Current thereof into 
the heart daily! Here the ſtroxe of 
the Law is received, by degrees un- 
to: ptfect death. Here are the o- 
penings of the pure Propheſies in 
the Spirit concerning a new King- | 
dom, a new Birth, a new Heir, a 
new Life, Here is the Ax laid co 
the root of the Tree, and that cut 
down in the heart which is not to 
live, and which hinders the Heir 
from his Inheritance. Here is the 
vale of tears, which tears ſpring 
from rhe life, whoſe virtue waſh- 
eth away the corruptible day by 
day. Here is the houſe of Mourn- 
Ing, and that ſtate of darkneſs en- 
tered into, which ſwallows up all 
the joy of the dark earthly ſpirit, 
and conſumes irs nature. Here the 
TT $2 ä 
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The Prefa e. 

light of life is ſown, and through 
theſe exerciſes it ſprings up; and a- 
ter the paſſing away of this Mini- 
ſtration, breaks forth in ſtrength up- 
on that ſoul, which bath been 

throughly exerciſed herein, 
l detire the good of all mankind, 
waiting for the twallowing up of the 
diſpe nations of death, and the 
breaking forth of lite upon them in 
the ſeaſons tkereot, according to the 
good pleaſure of him whoſe gift lite 
is. and whole ate all the diſpenſati- 


ons ofit. And in that love, through 


the openings and drawings of life in 
me, have I writ what follow: not to 
upbraid or ſtrike at any, but to be an 
help unto ſuch, as the Lord ſhall 
pleaſ to make it ſerviceable to. Wait 
on the Lord, eye him, read in fear, 
praying to be tonched by, and ga- 
thered into that, which gives the 
feeling of. the weight of truth. O 
taat mens ſouls were awakened, that 
they might know what it is ro periſh 

from. - 


The Prefate, 
from God, and what to be ſaved by 
him. © The proper portion of man's 
ſoul is the Fountain of Eternal Life, 
and he can never bo happy (nor in 
true reſt, peace or joy) wi ile ſepa» 
rated from it. Let him who is not 
bru iſhinurd. r{tandinz, and who(e 
Foul is not wholly dead God-wards, 
conſi der this. | 


Some Cai 4 K 
ſwers Sewing 
duty, &c. 


at is the proper work. 
mus here in this world ? # 
. To fear God, 
ind keep his Com 

mandments. This is, 
all that God requires of him, and this 
is enough to make him happy. 

Quelt, hat is GO? 

- Auf, The Fountain of Beings and 
Natures, the inward Subflance of all 
that appears, ho createth , upbold- ; 
eth, conſumeth and bringeth / to uo - 
ching as he pleaſetbd. 

Queſt. How may J. know et there oh 
God? | 1 21:1! 

As. By ſinking down! 1 vide "che bein- 
ciple of his own life, wherein he rena - 
| jech Þimſelfcothe creatme. Theres the, 
ſoul receiverh ſuch taſts and W 

Ns 0 


of him, Sy — 12 queſtioned by 


him that abi eib there. 
Queſt. h © it to fear this God ? 
Anſ. The ſpirit and foul ofthe crea» 
ture ttanding 
waiting to be 2 in due ſubjection 
tes this is to fear him. And this is 
the p proper means of preſerymg che 
Spirit of the creature right in its mori. 
o is towards him, attendance upon 
him, and expectations from him. a 
r ieft, What are his Command ments ? 
Anſ. They are ſuch as are either general 
to A mankind, common to ſome ſorts 
of men, or proper co particular per- 


fons, 


Queſt. What ave thoſe which are general 


to all mankind ? 

Anſ. They are very many, but may 
all be referred to thoſe two heads, to 
wit, Ta love God above all, and one's neigh- 


bour 4s one*s ſelf even ſo in every reſpect 


doing to him as one would be dane to 
ky him in the like caſe. 


Queſt. How may man perform theſe? * 


Anſ. Onely by receivinga principle 


of life from Got, and keeping — 


chezeto. 


Queſt, 


in awe of hes Nature, and. 


(3) 
Qu. How may a man came by a Principle of 
Life from God? BYE | 
. + Anſ. God is near to every man with 
-the breach of, his life, breathing upon 
him at times according to his plea. 
ſure, which man's ſpirit opening unto, 
and drinking in, it becometh a Seed or 
Principle of Life in him, overſpreading 
and leavening him np to eternal life ? 
Queſt. hut binders man from receiving 
this Principle of Life, and from łęeping cio 
thereto? ©: 
Anſ. A fleſhly Principle, which is 
concrary to the knowledge, fear and 0+ 
bedience of the Lord, and to all that 
ſprings from the Principle and Power 
of his Li te. Lot as: 
ueſt. How cones this fleſbiy Principle 
to be found in man? I” tat 
4. It was ſownthere by the enemy 
of maus ſoul, man giving him entrance 
into his ſpirit. by hearkening to his ſug- 
geſtions aud allurements. 
Queſt, hat help hath man againſt thir 
fleſkly Principle? | W „ 
Anſ. None of himſelf: but being 
touched freely by the other Principle, 
and taſting thereof, he is to wait on 
God's mercy and grace, for the mani- 
| ſeſtation 


C 

ſeſtatĩon ot fis light 24 power; eoulile 
cover to him the evil nature and courſe 
of his own heart, and to cut down the 
corrupt deſires, reaſoniiigs andi imagi- 
3 

ueſt. I what way it this effected upin 
4 | 4 5 * 
A.. In the hearts belief of this 
Principle, and in its obedience thereto. 

Queſt, How may a man come to believe 
in this Principle ? 

Anſ. In feeling its nature, in waiting 
to frel fomewhar begotten by i it: in this 
its light ſprings, its s life ſprings, its love 
ſprings, 1 nd 3 wer appears, aud 
| m and goodneſs ib 
— — 2 gr foul chat clings 
to it in the living lence, which its pre- 
ſence and appearance begets in the 


Quel. Hew may 4 man come to obey this 
Principle. | 

Anſ. In the Faith, in the eying of ic; 
in the clinging to it, the ſttength iſſues 
from it into the ci eature, which makech 
ig able to perform. all that it calleth 

O. 

Queſ}. How come perſons to be ſo weak, 
ard to 1 ſo much for want of * 

Di 4 0 


Fee 
wha feel a tyne beginung of life, and tarneſ 
breachings after God? | 3-216 1. 

: Anſ. From the enemies int erpoſing 
of reaſonings between them and their 
Raith. The darknefs, the principle of 
unbelief lies near, and is ſtill raiſing 
mud (as much as poſſible) between the 
principle of Life and the ſoul: and ſo 
far as i can come between, itdiſturb. 
eth both the motions of the ſoul to- 
wards its ſpring or principle of life and 
alſo the ſprings clear bubling up in, and 
running chrough the ſoull. | 

Queſt, What ir to he done in this caſe ð 

Anxſ. The ſoul is co wait God's ſea- 
ſons of deliverance from theſe; and to 
hope for an hidden ſupport from his 
Grace, while the vifications and lead- 
ings of his life art not made manifeſt. 


Queſt. What gromnd is there for thi 
e 


Anſ. There is ground of hope for 
the creature in God's goodneſs , who 
naturally loveth and feeketh after the 
ſouls which he hath made, and doth 
not readily nor eaſily caſt off in any of 
his diſpenſations. Beſides, where he 
hath begotten ſomewhat, and where 
the bent of the heart is towards bim, 

| ap — 


there 8 he laid the foundation of a 


building, u hich. (though at preſeac ĩt 


may lie in the duſt, and under heaps . 
ruines) he cannot forget. | 
Queſt, Are there other Commands lun 


theſe, common to.ſame ſorts of men # 


Anſ. Yes, according to that diſpe en- 


Cation of life and mercy unto which 


they are called, and into which they 
are admitted by the love and kindneis. 
of 
aqrks ;abd who forgettech not his crea- 


tures in cheir eſtate of ſeparation and 


alienatian from him. | 
neſt. Are there bead more difesſarions 
of life and merci than one ? 
Anſ: Yes, For-though: the. life and 
merey in it ſelf is but one, yet at hath 
ſeveral waies of ſeeking out after, and, 


gathering inco ic ſelf the loſt {ons of 4. 
dam. | 


Queſt. What have "Ra the. chief waits of 
difpenſing the Light of Life omar ds: man- 
kind? 

Anl, Firſt, Bya ſeerer lining! into 
their hearts. Thus the foul of che Lord 
holdesb:forch ſome beams of his eter- 
nal 


(6) F 
and the deſire after his pure» life: F 
and ſpirit ( above all things). kindledzi 


od , which overſpreadeth all his 


q 


* 3) 
heb Lightebalbmankml;hecoringed 
bis plcaſure; / ar ſome; tame} or other 
.  viſienig the darkeſt corners .' of: che 
4 earth Gan; making ſome nay therein 
for the ſcattering of that darknelle 
| which ſeparaten thaſoul from the Lighc 
of: Life; and from the ſacet prefence 
 4adenjoyrhenof its Greatony)whici 
dons org Lo ringer ron; I 
lio rig ying of £ 1 
© Queeſt;! Were cur: Aer N 
the Lord? | 11 
The Lord is able: tu niake un. 
| Dil karton of his li effectun). 222 
2 Hanytof the les Were no gather - 


ed by the Law: ſo, many of the Gen. 


tiles mighe be gathered, without hs 

Law. 192. £7 
Queſt. Bye: the Las Lass gave ithe berlin 
of the Meſſiah: to com through fail h in 
rho was the im ſſius of fins ., and 
ſtrength: againſt ſin? * „ 03 zi! 
xſ, Ihe knowledge of Chriſt rugs 

along in all che Diſpenſations of Lhe 
tet nal Light, The Light comet he fp 
him, and/ic/manifelts: him in (pigie; 
the remiſſion by his a is ſpitusſij 
known in the fouls feeling che1Jjning 
virtue thereof, The Law and che 990 
5 


| ' (10) | 
ſpel are both known in ſpirit, where» 
ever the eternal Light viſiteth and is 

Queſt. #hat are the Commands com- 
momto thoſe? ' ) * 

Aaxſ. They are known to thoſe who 
are thus gathered, Who in the life 
thus -diſpenſed feel the leadi 
it . f. in its * Long ſenſi — Fad 
thofe requirmgs', which univerſ 
ſtream forth from it among thoſe who 
"och ee a th 
"Queſt; other way of diſpenſing the 
Lie Life hath there 2. Reet 

Anſ. That of the promiſe to the Fa» 
thers, which was before the Law, 
wherein they faw the day of 


the Meſſiah, and were glad, This | 
was a plorious Diſpenſation, in 


which they caſted the Son-ſhip, and 
ſelt power to walk with God, and 
faich to truſt him in his leadings, and 
were tranflated by him ( in a ſweer 
and precious degree) into the meaſure 
of his Life, Which made them Pil- 

ims and ſtrangers in this World, and 
Laed their ſpirits cowards another 


| Qu. 


-*K 


- cha 7 S ws is 


Queſt. „ SÞ A Command: cole! 
mon to theſe? ; 
A.. They were. ſeen by them = 
the ſtreamin Las“! forth.of chat Difpenſa- 
tion of Life among them, 'a t 1e 
whereof the quickerdedt ſpirie may 
bave, in reading che words con- 
cerning them vp ing down the Vir : 
ei hat fi 1 Aſßerſatib of up 
A re er die ibn. of wife. 

hah bet been 7 „ 
| Anſ. That of che Law to tke Tews, 
— Wa that a Mi 9 8 of 1405 


2 It =_ ſo in its _—_ 5 | 
che weakneſs of their face : bitt ne. 
_ natutal tendency "and Proper effect, 
in caſe of obedience thereto, was Ws 
And alſo ia che midit of its adi 
ſtring" death and Condeninacin,; k 
poinced to him who Nas the julkißkeati- 
oi ahd'the liſe: inſomuch as che L 
was kind to them in {laying Hem,” 
and ſerviceable to che life of ſüch. 
ſbuls, as Kindly received che” | To 
thereof, and fled to che boys) 70 
fore rherk, | 


{Hh B 2 Qu, 


757 . 
EY 


are to be read in the wri- 
I 3900 the coph hers, where. 
175 Law and eſtimonieg were a- 


Wt given forch to that peo- 
Have 725 been jet fre | 
WY: ations of 2 | 


li fe fe? ' 

Au, Yes, that of the 0 
fore 2 Apoſtacy and falling yay 
from the living —_ and j power of the 
ſpirit, i into man wiſdom , inventions 
and imitations. 

Queſt. In hat were the Lam common te 
me They way be read in be 

. They ma read inthe Wri- 
tings of the THY liſts and Apoſtles, 
where che Record of this Minififar | 
on is to be found. 

Queſt What hath the Miniſr acjan 
of Life been ſinte the Apoſtles days ? 
. Very low; , very weak, very 

daik, very hidden, Exceedin ly. reti- 
red. Vet true Children have Pe en be⸗ 
gotten, and ſood hath. been handed 
to them from the Father, and' they . 
have been-nouriſhed up in the Faith, 


and haye kept the Commandments o 
their 


e eee, eee 

their day, and dyetih the Faich: And 
thoſe who hade thüꝝ been led and pre- 
ſerved, their ſouls att at feſt, ind in 
the peace 6f God. But theſe have not 
bee iii any particular iſtinct gacher- 
ing, and clear ſe 475 our of the 


world, but ſcattered up and down in 
ſeveralmitaken Wms, and loaded 
with the inventions bf the earthly wiſ- 
dome, and with tlie Bondage and 
weight” of *corruption , not knowing 
that elearneſs of ſpirit, and Fr 102 
over fin, by the preſence of the Life, 
whickowas felt and enjoyed by che 
Chriſtians before the apoſtacy.” ' ** 
Queſt,” Mad theſe an comm'n Com- 
mad ments? | due yy 
Au. Not ſo diſtint'y'as the ee: 
for they lying in an” Heap of Confftfs 
on, in a Wüderneſs or Chaos, ſeatter- 
ed in the Myſts and Fogs of Antictiti- 
ſtian darkneſs oue from another, * hath 
not fuoh common beam of Light; er 
cleat ſtteams of life running among 
chem, as thoſe chat had a more dilfjn 
gachering. Vet ſometeſtimony fur God 
and :againſt the corruption of che 
times, according to what was in their 
day and age to be teſtified for aid a- 
B « gainſt, 


eben among ey 


ſore { of 
uch as were true-hes ng roy in ſome 
ind or 7 a hor this they were 
aten: an d perſe by p men. 75 evenby 
{ſuch as. were Re Dy of another 
ſpirit) and alſo. ; Dax rendered and 
peloyed of the Lard. 
| Qu. Hath there heen any farther diſpen- -4 
[411 ian of life ſince the Apoſtacy : 

A.. Ibere is another begun, whoſe 
glory! is $0 excced the former, afcer the 
darkne(: 80 which overſpread and cloud. 
ed the beauty of the former) is expel- 
led by the groning. brightneſ:of this 
appearance. 

Qu. How may it beer cha there 4 
wother ? 

4. There is no knowing ehjs dis- 
1717755 but by heing gathered inta 
the Light of it. WjGdom hath been a- 
fone ified of her Children informer 
We and ſhe can be juſtihedby'none 

t appearance in this 5 
15 at is the difference " thi fo l 
he en 1111] 

. It is more "inward, more reti- 
[ed more clolely depending upon the 
P. incple of IL ife u che 5 chan the 
Ach 1 27 


* - 
CY 
* , 
E: Ou. 
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ll — quires there, and hat ſprings up in 


mans 


* 


= * 


5 . 
mans iſdom, rea ſon and imagination, 


is veep manifeſt. 


| Qs, Are * NR 
artical ar per th , 1243) > 
: Ao. bs . Ech its own 


Er onely fully * 
nown'to the Spitit of. the Lord who 
is the. Leader of the ſoul out of its dagks 
neſs andCaptivitg ind the Exenciſer 
of \ic in what he ide eth proper; ton 
preſent {tire,; ſo, the Loyd ag D 
particular Coats. he pleaſte, 
either todo or forbear fuch a chingyias | 
he judgeth it neceſſiry for the ſoul. 

Qu, "How may theſe be k o 

An ſ. By coming into acquaintance 
v ih the Lr, and the movings and 
voice of hi: Spirit. Firſt, the quick= 
enings of the Spirit of the Lord 
are to bereceived into the heart: then 
chreyertixed; in tnãt w ich is qmcken- - 
ed, on him thit quickened ir, and 
all the inward ſences waiting upon him, 
and exerciſe towards him, Thus the 
ſnee p come to know the voice of the 
Shepherd , and co follow his leadings 
into the Paſtures of Life, and out of the 
pathes and feedings of Death, and is 
drawn on by him towards any tkiag;or- 
ſtopt by him from any thing at his 
pleaſure. 0 


: 


' (8) T 
O that the ſont of men knew their Cad, and 
were gathered i into any living LL 
bim, wherein t N 8 the trut ſence 
and (ceking of him. O that ment fan's 
wore awakene1 fo "feel the want of the | 
2 liſe from whence they came. 0 
23. K Seed o wk, Iſrael were redeemed by their 
God, that their glory and beauty in his pure 
fe mig bt 2 25 N atiens. O God, ha- 
fen dby work in the wo'ld ; bring the 72 
and wiſdom of mam into coutempt, and bring | 
ae thine own glory and 1 *. dam in its Pure 
brightneſs, | 
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Some Queſtions and An- 
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nn. 


ſwers conceruing the 


Seed of Iſrael and the 
true Church, 


Queſt Wk 0 are the Sel Jil? 


Anſ. They who are be 
gotten of the Spirit and Nature of the 
Eternal Father — Fountain of Life, 
out of the ſpirit and nature of this 
World, bore ſuch fend M 

u, Axe there ſuch a ſeed in the earth? 
2 Yea, $f ave al always been, who 
have 1 been the bleſlung of this word, 
Ty — y hated and perifeur 


25 hor Lore they hated ly thewrld 
C 


auſe they are not of the 
World, but faithful Wie neſſes againſt 
it, eeſtifying 1 unto it, that its wayes are 
evil, and its end miſery, 


Lu: Why ab they ih teftrfie 2 -H > 
AN, 


Toth 

Auf. It is their — 4 and God cal - 
lech chem thereunto. He bark · fer up 
his Light in their hearts, to ſhine forth 
5 World, and ſcatteri the dark- 


2 Hom. a: they. ſe the. & 
deth not * derkye fot — 


hy The decke nel Joh 8 often 
prevail againſt chem ourwardly; hunt- 


ins and ſcattering them up, and down 


on Ft ng 205 the earth v but chey 
fh eds in the, N 
[ec ro cs kuͤces, over t he dark- 


e time or other; are 
to acknowledge in 
Et hearts, that they 


nw he ät 1 


Art 


are of God? 
N 5 L574 225 fo 
1, an 1 
bd Holt wat 450 — 
bids 21707 
F. 5 ed bat his 50 
A ken 3. He 


Mit r ys its k af 10 
wer to reign over rhe Tut, 5 
— holy See . in ben & antl 
captivity 3 * te Math 108 bointeck 
his „ aſon N **. 


(ar) 
in all ages aud generations And by 
theſe, and through theſe the napure.of 
each is diſtoveted, their ends: end their 
ſuitahleneſs to their ends. | 
Qu. But be this gl n. fei 
in this , 
Asſe Nay, not ſo: for che bord bach 
a day to raiſe che Juſt into domini- 
on over cha 8 _ here my this 
world's | 3 
#ſ. When t — * 
1 — of 
are lied u the meaſure 
ſufferings aimed. | ry 
37 1 8 Seed? - L | 
* ENA (AS et, for t e gene: 
rality ) fcattered up and don under 
the face of the whole Heaven, Mot to 
be found in a viſible bod gathered gas; 
gether , hut ſcattered up Sad down, 
re a few, and ther afew;z rde 
and there another. 
Qu. Were they then once in a 29 13"; 
ea they were. cue embodi 
3 God had caſt off che _ 
Seed.,, the, Jews, he gathered: the (iri= 
cual, Ber Lugo a Body, ſesting hema 
a NOn Hill, ang — 
Light of c 222 Yu; 


22 

- Queſt. How * % afterwards to by 
fand ?: | =. 
An. The Dragon hath done this; 
God ſuffering him many wayes to aſ- 
fault this Building, and o far ac 
length ro prevail over it, even to 
ſeatter his Church out of her built 
ſtare; into a Wilderneſs fiate, where: 
no eye can diſcern her any more, 
but chat which is of God. (Wait to 
read Rev. 12. in the Light of that Spirit 
which wroceit) 
- Queſt: Why did Gon ſafftr the Dragon to 
prevail ever ſo precious and gloriens « Buit- 
ding? SLE 

1 Becauſe there was ſomewhat of 
the of darkneſs neceſſary to be 
made manifeſt , which could not be o- 
therwiſe ſo made maniteſt, as by this 
its prevailing : and alſo that he migbe 
ſhew the neceſſity of, and make way 
for the bringing forth of that, over 
which the power of darkneſs cannot 
prevail. l 


u. Is there they ſuch a thing to h brought 

A. R | 
As. Yea, There is a Church, there 
ia a Spiritual building againſt which che 
Sies of Hell can never ran 


BP — 


23 | 
is ſo uniced to the Rock, as the Powers 
of darkneſs can by no means come be: 


tween the Rock and it. 
Qu. Ii this C lurch, aud the Chur chi 


2 1 dayes ' differem , or the 


2 This Church hath been in all 
ages, but a more full and perfect 
bringing forth in the Apoſtles dayes, 
than in any age before: args not ſuch 
a bringing forth outwardly, as might 
not be driven back. And t refore did 
the Lord ſluffer it to be aſſaulted and 
prevailed over, in that wherein it was 
weak through the outwardneſs of ie, 
that (aſter many dayes) he mighe 
manifeſt his — in bringing it 
forth more perfectly $ 

Qu. #here bath: x 6 Church bees theſ * 
mam ages, ſince the Dragons ſore ¶ſault 
and overcommg it, 44 to its un. 
nes? * 

2 In the Wilderness, Rev, 1 2. 

1. What Il, I der neſo? any viſible, out 
ward Hilderneſs ? 

Anſ. It is a parable, repreſencing che 
ſoattered ſtare of the Seed, afrer God's 

reſence was withdrawn. from the vi- 


able 2 and ir laid waſt * his 
ife, 


(a4) 1 
life, and the appearances of his Spirit, 


aud the Dragon got into, andſeated in 
the form, (2 Theſ 2.4. theu the ſeed 
and. tauces of God mene to be 
= elſewhere, and not in . 
in 
e Ha mere thoſe chucks; or 
U 2m ithe _ 4 laid 
; Maſs. The: prolened of chedife — 
Power makes the form living and no 
longeras it, ot can it be ſo, than che 
Liſe aui Pomer te mains with it. Now! 
they not abidingim che Life and in the 
hs Og ” COming);; ſpoken 
ife and che Power) 
rom them, and ileft 
. the dead * into ubich the 
Prince of Death inimediately ontetꝭ: 
and ſo that hic was a Church unto 
Gad, while che life abode there, and 
they in the life, becomes a Synagogue. 
of Satan, he entering into rhe dead 
form, and being warlhipped there in 
the dead form. So that it ig not any 
outward gathering or profeſſion that 
makes a Church under the Neu- Teſta - 
ment, but oneiy. che life and power. 
That @nebecingmbichis in the Lifapnd: 
Pow- 


averdl n U ches which is 
. agoglic of Satan, let them 
ꝓrobeſt hat :they will. For the: living 
' God, dels in liiing Temples onely, 
aud the. tin ce:gf, Death: dwells 2 
the are of death-- | 
= According th this Bulle there e 
or . been few —— Churcbei o 2 7 
i tbe World," ſince thi”) dapet of 
hair 0 3 . A uns ia 9 
Au The. true Ghurch: hath been 
| ind 2 fiance: the: days r 
the Apoſtles: Aſcattered: Seed have bet 
| Ghi been; 1 and ſhe a Wadgw fore 
ſaken , Coch providing a plate:for the 
5 N att of his:Building:) and gi- 
up the outward part cv the for: 
mal pe, ta the. poſſeſſion of the power 
Akne. R exd Reu. III 1,2;The 
Lardenabe d we Afi his: Spirit 
tac down his own: Huiding give up 
the outwatrd Curt tothe Genies, re- 
movad chaanwand Temple Alfar ar 
Wonmippers inte cht WilderntG And 
ince thax time, men have huili many 
vildings, in the imitation of that 
| which Jodie (every ſortactord- 
üs cola Skill, Datein, 01 


* 


theit 


MIT! 


f . 


DO C20 
their Wiſdom bout chething)but they 
are not the ſame Building. But the true 
Building 


f „ the true Church is reproa- 
ched by all theſe Builders, and not 
known to be the thing, becauſe hid 
from their eye. 5 
n- hen ſpall this true Church 4. 
gear Ag | 
A. When God, who, gave her the 
wings of an Eagle to flye into the 
n the ſame 
Wings again, to flye out. Then ſhall 
ſhe come forth cloathed with the Sun 
«pain, and with the Moon under her 
was bay iter erg RENE __ , 
"4 . An Hear, that thoſe pre- 
ſor tg? which oe to be fem 2265 
wid, art not true Churches? | 
Au. Becauſe they are built by men, 
andiheir ſtrength ſtands not in the de- 
monſtration and power of the Spirit, 
but in the wiſdom and power of man. 
Take awey that, they ſoon crumble 


and molder of chemſelves. Befides, 


they are not cloathed with the Sun, 
have not the Moon under their ſeet, 
nor know not the travel to bring 
forth the -Man-child , which the true 
WERE Church 
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— 2 knows, even in tha Wilders 

nels. . 
u. Why do wen kröp up Fuch Buildings 

4 rather mourh . c oo 70 


of God, which i; built ud profervis in 


tebt and pawer of bis Spirit 
, hn it's ce is not yet 
fully ended, nor the pts wherewith 
ke blinds mens eyes ſcattertd , not 
the Cup of his Fornicacions ( whiet 
makes every one drunk and beforced} 
as to the fight and kHowledge of the 
true Churth, which drinks of it) eaſter 


rom mens lips. 


Qu, How may fbi . Chad 
Aaſ, By being botu of God's Spi- 


tit, and looking with that eye which he 


ves tothofe whom he begets, iti that 
ighe of Life which ſtineth frem his 
prefence: Here his hoty CRhurth and 
trite Spouſe is diſcerned ind diſtin - 
guiſned from all falfe reſembtaricesand 


. - 


true Churches of: Chriſt, but want that 
hie in themſel ves; and that Union 
wii Sp-ric wich hit; which alone. can. 
mokeſych, --. : -- a 
Qu. What makzs a true 0 ir r | 
Anſ. That alone chich makes d{piri. 
yual, body, and a hich unites that body 
toahe Head. There · muſt be a true na- 
ture, and the union of that nature to 
che Head, or there cannot be a Marri- 
age in ſpirit- tothe Lamb. Now the 
Ene Chriſt 's Spouſe, bon of 
11 —— and fleſh of his ſteſp; as truly of 
the ſerd of Abraham after the ſpiric, as 
em were after the fleſb, ': And as 
he that ſaith he is a Jew, but wanteth 
t cireumciſion of the heart and 
iris, doch but lye , and is not indeed 
2c; Sa they that ſay they are a Church, 
but want the nature of the Church, 5 
they alſo lye, and are not a tru ther- 
ing of Chriſtians out of the world; but 
a Synagogue of Satan; ſtill abiding: and 
worſhipping in the ſpirit of the world, 
( Rev.2,9. &ch.3.9;) * 
Qu. Ah not the true Chu rebi be * 
by 1 * 4 moſt per ſons do 


ſcribe 


p = bid 3 to be the 


| 


(299) 
ſerthe ay ſeek to 4 Nur a, Rings, 1 ber 


3 

Anſ, No, not poſſibl y in ker Wider: 
ned tate; nor: N in her bur 
ſtace. N : 

lest. Why net in her fr 
derne late + 1 f 

Anſ. Becauſe there ſhe 15 ſtrip] 
of chem + and the + Hiriors: why i 
Churches are cloathed w th them". 
Merk the thing: Iuthe very” A paftles 
dayes, the faſſe Miniſters ant falle 
Chriſtians got inch the: 2555 andes 
nied che poser; 1 ; No 
after aſaſon God leaves He form 2 
them ( Revel 11. 2 '$itherinig? HS 
Church out of chat appe, rale, itt 
the hidden power. Heilt is che W. 
derueſu nto- which the Church flea 4 
the fe; the Power; whit h de fore 4p 
peared ii the form, being withdr AA 
and feparated from che tor m, a 
the Hvſug Sced gathered iuto it, ail 
wor ſh pping in it. And uh can now. 
find che Church, or learn te Wire 
thp? Heieithe eye of the Seed. is'tri! 
ed, and the Wildom of the Spirit of 
ele true Diſciple, - And here „ever 
C 3 ſince, 


30 
ſince, all the World have been jang 
ling about the Form, while the tcue 
Wrneffes have been mourning after 
che Power, teſtifying concerning the 
Power, and enjoying what was co be 
given forth of it, in the preſent way 
of its dipenſation in the Wilders 
r / i OY 1 
' Queſt, hy bardly in ber bmilty 
Pate ? 0 G 34 a See, Y 
/ Aaſ. Becauſe even then ſuch va- 
riety of ' reſemblances and hkeneſles 
of the true Church may be builr, as 
cannot be diſtinguiſhed from the true 
it ſelf by any outwaid maiks. There 
were in the Apoſtles dayes ſalſe Apo- 
files, falſe Miniſters and falſe Chur- 
ches; which though they appeared as 
the Apoſtles of Chriſt , as the Mini 
ers of Righteouſneſs, as the Chure 
ches of Chriſt; yet they were not ſo, 
but falſe Apoſtles , decmtful workgrs, and 
Sragogues of Satar. Now they which 
intend © deceive, appear moſt exaſt- 
ly in the Form, and with the out, 
ward Marks, if need require: and 
that which is true and ſubltential , is 
not fo regardful of the ourward forms 


but minds the inward life , eruth and 
ſubſtagce. He therefore that judges by 
the form: and outward marks, cannor. 
but judge that to be the true Spouſe. - 
which appears moſt in che form, and 
with the outward marks, and ſo is very 
liable to be deceived and ert, by jadg- 
ing ſome of the falſe Churches to be 
true, and the true to be falſe. | 
Qu. Mb 4m I to de when Thaw the 
true Church? 1 1 
Axſ, To wait in that, which givet to 
be a Member of it, and gives true Uni- 
on with it, whether it be in its Wilde 
neſs · ſtate, or iu its built - ſtate. For the 
ſame Spirit which begers! the Child ui 
che true life, will alſo lead to che 
Church: and in chat Wifdom: which 
is from above, the true Church will ne- 
ver be miſſed of; but in the earthly 
reaſonings and gueſſings of mans wil. 
dom, God's Church, (or New-Teſta- 
menc- building in the power of his 
Spirit) is eaſily miſſed, And he that 
miſſeth of this, and is out of the pale 
of it, 15 it poſſible he ſhould meer with 
the true ſalvation? He that hath an ear 
to hear, let him hear; and he that hach 
CO C 4 but 
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hut ſo much as the heart of a man; let 
him conſider: For the thing is of great 
weight, and of deep concernment to 
the ſou. | : a 
Well, hat ebatpatience a while, and 
the true Church (which God's Spirit 
builds) ſtia ll be known, and all che falſe 
Cburches of ' mens building ſhall be 
known alſo. And that which God ha th 
built, (hall have the power from God, 
and the praiſe among men; and all the 
Babylomſh buildings , of mans contuled 
ſpirit, and inconſiſtent wiſdom, ſhall 
vaniſh awsy lcke ſmoke, and become a 
ſtink in alf Noſtrils. For ſtrong is the 
Lord God of Heaven and Earth, who 
is confounding Babylon in all her gaudy 
attire, and.glurious appearances; and 
railing. up kis Sion out uf che duſt. 4. 
Wen, Halelu'ab. een BY 1] 


” ws + 


Na 8 Queſtions 
and. Anſwers. COnctrne 


ing the 2 of Iſrael, 


Queſt. 27 of * womb doth, the Seed 
Ol of Ir ael ſpring ? 

Anſ, Out of che! Ove. of Eternal 
Life, out of the Boſom otEcernal Love; 
out of the. leruſalem iu hich is ur 
which is flee, and the Mother of alf 
that are horn of che Spirit. 6 

Qu. By what Co verant are the C Bilder, 
f [frac] itenghs up ? 

Arſ. By the Covenant of Faith in 
the love of the Father, which gives ife 
and ſixength to obey. 

Queſt. Is there bediente required in (he 
N ew · Covenant ? ö 

- Anſ, Les, the obedience of Faith : | 
the ſubieAion of the nature and hearc 

; of 


(34) 
of ny child to * nature and will of 
the Father, which is as fully natural in 


the fubſtance, as it can be reprefenred 

in any figure or ſhadow, | 
Queſt, What if there be difpbed:ence ? 
A. The Seed it felf Annot diſo- 


ben: buvche Veſſel in which it is fown, 


and to which it is united, may prove 


weak, frail, bricele, yea ſometimes 
ſtubborn, the weight and chaſtiſement 
whereof the Seed alſo bears, and in pa- 
tient ſuffering helps and cleanſes the 
Veffel through the virtue of the blood 
of Jeſus, which is felt in the Seed which 
comes from Jeſus. And here is the 
blood of ſprinkling known in che ſoul, 
which cleanfes the Confcience from 
dead works, and waſhes away the ini- 
quity thereof. | | 
' Queſt, Car any fall from this Code. 
A.. The Covenant is with the See 
for ever, and with che Sees ſeed alſo 
isic fem; but che fireamings forth of 
the L. ght of the Covenant do not al- 
wayes beget a Seed, but onely ſome - 
times ſer mans nature on work, draw- 
ing forth the faith, love and abedience 
| thereof, 


1 

1 

| 
| 
[ 


35 | 
thereof. Now 4 52 not hold. All 
fleſh is g and at one time or other 
will fade and wither: but there muſt be 
' being begorten of the word, to live 
and abide for ever. 
Qu. How 6s this begetting Þ 
Az. In the weakening of man's 
ſtrength day by day, and raifing u 
the ſeed , which ſeed gives life an 
ſtreuugth co him that is weakened in 
the manhood, 
Qu. How is this done d oft 
Anſ. Furſt by drawing forth what is 
in the man, and then by trying iti 
ſtrength, diſtreſsing che man with-ex+ 
erciſes beyond him. Thus che working 
man is brought down by che requirings 
of the Law, they being coo hard for 
kim , and the. believing Seed is raiſed 
up, who in the virtue of the living 
faich (whereof he receiveth ſupplies 
from the breath of eternal Life } fulfils 
the righreouſne(s of the Law in the 
man, and alſo communicates a righte· 
oulneſs of an higher nature unto him. 
Qu. VVhy doth God take this conrſe with 
man:? 
- «|. It is proper and natural, How 
| . | can 


k | 59) 

ben an higher [Pemcipler be” raiſed: in 
min, but by the death of che former? 
Ard how can the former dye, but by 
ſuch exerciſes, trials and diſtreſſes as 
are proper to wear out the ſtrengch of 
its nature, and bring it into. the bo- 


thugnels, where that u hit his, ſprings 


up; ben it hath brougtu dovn that 
which appeared, but ua, not? 


. 
, 


eb can underſtand God's works Fr 


in the world? who can fead the my- 
ſteric of Life aud Death in man? O 
N bat᷑ a worm is man before his. God: 
Mhęt. is his nature? In what ſtate is he 
able to walk with his God? God can 
kes covenant with, man in any kind of 
chlpenſation; but man ſtill fails; his 
beak deceives lum, and lie is not able 
to xtta in unto, or maintain any:contie 
derable proport; on of happineſs io his 
toul by his covenand ? = 
Qu. YYhat is mans Covenent ; 

Aunſ. That which his nature deſires of 
God to make him happy. That Light, 
that Counſel, tba Strength, that Pe- 
ſruce which his nature thinks ſufficl- 
ent, will not carry him chrough, Nay, 
lec:God ſhew Grace apd Mercy , and 


add 


| 
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— 


(n 1 
add helps unto him in the riches of his 
love, Vee chi will not do. How — 
man fall in every diſpenſation, where 
there is any ſtreſs laid on this Cove 
though God is able to be a Father en ed 
an husband therein! | | 

- What is God's Covenant ? * 
A al. That which his-nature ſees 1 


ful to make man bappy - in, bim, and o 
keep man in the enjoiment of hi 
-pineſs. This, ſo far as it is diſpenſed, car- 


ries thro and when it is diſpenſad 
abel i bring forth the — — 
demption and bappineſt of the erer: 
ture. 

Now then. chat ſoul chat would. travel 
to N life eternal: 

Firſt, Wait to feel a principle of li 
awakened, raiſed up, ſowen in thy, 
by the living God. 

2/5. Wiit to recelve all the Light of 
Life in eyery kind, that the Facher;0 
Lights ſhal pleaſe to cauſe to Mineiathy | 
heart, from this principle. 1.5 

3 7. Be content. to be, tried and f 


ſtreſſed, and bave thy 10 5 e 


day by 0 and thy wiſdg 
Bans 68. mailt Yr . inc hg d e, 
way * 


* 
Ie 


Spence (Hee: 
"49; Keep thine eye and heart on the 


by footidg may be, and th 

— 8 Orecetre the Light 

of grace, and look up tifither for 

ee obey rhe Light, that che 

exrchly man ger not a life in the obedi- 
— chou 1 the grace, and thy 
need of Chriſt — the Lord; 

and fo thou five on what thott haſt re- 

ceived from God, and not Chriſt live in 

ther, and took tpon thy working obedi- 

ence.as the righteouſneſs, and feet not 


the righreot 6f Chrift, whiictt i is the 
fee Joftification of his life and p er, 


ws away che guilr of the un 
Ab 2 is the park chat leads unto 


and che ſeeds oh gt tbat which dies in 
the a in the principle which 


G ay C06, 
— — the weakneſs and fooliſhineſt: 
the Lord will bring upon thee be- 

fore the wiſdom and firengch of his life | 
grace that firſt viſited chee, ot there 


RE pes faſt- 
ill from che 


life, none cin Finer in ur te, bur the feed, 


from the Lord, and 


24 (39) 
fs Holy Land, with — eye vbich God cre; 
Ates, that ye may run certainly in his be» 


fe pettings, in his creatings, in his — 
4 — his land of eternal ref, enix 

te the certain law and power of — 
- | life, r nr — 
- | imaginings, an ngs at 
e by the hamaneunderſiandiog, 

t 

le 

— 

B 
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